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SUBJECT: SPANISH FISHING VESSEL COMPLIANCE WITH FOREIGN 
FISHING REGULATIONS 

1 . RICARDO CORTEZ, ECONOMIC COUNSELOR, SPANISH EMBASSY 
WAS CALLED IN ON DEC 12 TO DISCUSS SPANISH FISHING VESSEL 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE FOREIGN FISHING REGULATIONS. 

2. THIS DISCUSSION WAS PROMPTED BY AN INCIDENT INVOLVING 
THE SPANISH FISHING VESSEL FREI-FREI. THE FREI-FREI WAS 
BOARDED BY THE USCG ON DECEMBER 11, 1977 AND WAS FOUND TO 
HAVE PROCESSED 47.6 MT OF TT.LF.X SQUID, WHICH HAD BREN 
TAKEN AFTER THE ILLEX SEASON CLOSED ON DECEMBER 2, 1977. 

DURING THE COURSE OF THE BOARDING FOUR OTHER SPANISH 
VESSELS, THE KANTXOPE, VILLA DEMARTIN, FLIPPER AND PUENTE 
TORALLE WERE IMPLICATED AS BEING SUSPECTS OF THE SAME 
VIOLATION. ALSO INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED THAT INDICATED 
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SPANISH FISHING VESSELS WERE FISHING OUTSIDE THE WINDOWS 
AT TIMES WHEN THE LIKELIHOOD OF DETECTION WAS MINIMAL. 

AS A RESULT OF THE BOARDING AND INVESTIGATING THE FREI- 
FREI WAS ASSIGNED CIVIL PENALTIES. 

3. MR. CORTEZ WAS ADVISED OF THIS INFORMATION AND THAT 
THE MATTER WAS OF CONCERN TO THE USG. HE UNDERTOOK TO 
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MAKE APPROPRIATE NOTIFICATIONS IN THIS REGARD. CHRISTOPHER 
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